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Synopsis

This guide explains how social scientists can evaluate the reliability and validity of empirical
measurements, discussing the three basic types of validity: criterion related, content, and construct.
In addition, the paper shows how reliability is assessed by the retest method, alternative-forms

procedure, split-halves approach, and internal consistency method.
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Customer Reviews

Edward G. Carmines is Warner O. Chapman Professor of Political Science and Rudy Professor at
Indiana University. He is also the director of the Center on American Politics and the research
director at the Center on Congress at Indiana University. His research focuses on American politics,
especially elections, public opinion, and political behavior. He has published widely in the major
journals in the discipline including the American Political Science Review, American Journal of
Political Science, and Journal of Politics. He is the coauthor of seven books, two of which, Issue
Evolution: Race and Transformation of American Politics, with James A. Stimson (Princeton
University Press 1992), and Reaching beyond Race, with Paul M. Sniderman (Harvard University
Press 1997), won the American Political Science AssociationA¢a -a,¢s Gladys M. Kammerer
Award for best book in the field of U.S. national policy. Four of his papers presented at academic
conferences have won outstanding paper awards, including the Franklin L. Burdette Pi Sigma Alpha

Award, the Pi Sigma Alpha Award, and the Chastain Award.Professor Carmines was a Visiting



Professor at the University of Oxford in 1998, a Fellow at the Center for the Advanced Study in
Behavioral Sciences at Stanford University in 2000-01, and a Fellow at the Center for the Study of
Democratic Politics at Princeton University in 2006-07. In 1987 he was awarded the AMOCO Award
for Distinguished Teaching from Indiana University. Richard A. Zeller, Ph.D., 64, retired professor of
statistics in the College of Nursing at Kent State University, died of malignant melanoma cancer on
Thursday, April 16, at his home. Zeller retired in May 2008 but maintained his professional activity
until shortly before his death. Dr. Zeller was fond of saying that he was "...in the business of
jump-starting professional careers." He served on many thesis and dissertation committees, and
worked with students and colleagues on the research design and statistical analysis of social and
biological data. His clients were both local and international. He served as statistician on research
projects in Thailand, Taiwan, Zambia, Scotland, and Ireland. He worked on research projects in
hospitals and universities across America. Zeller is the author of three books and more than 90
published professional research articles. ZellerA¢a -A s professorial career was 40 years in length.
He earned a BA degree from LaVerne College (California) and MA and Ph.D. degrees from the
University of Wisconsin in Madison. He held professorial positions at the University of Minnesota,
the State University of New York in Buffalo, and Bowling Green State University prior to his
professorial position at Kent State University. ZellerA¢a —A s greatest professional satisfaction was
assisting in improving the statistical sophistication of nursing research. The result of this activity
enhanced the professionalization of the discipline of nursing. He often said that the judgment of
nurses needs to be included in patient care decisions on pain management, patient constraint, diet,
and a wide range of patient well-being issues for which the nursesA¢a -A knowledge of patients

provides valuable input.

A small little book one the Sage Series that we enjoy so much. For a new person that wants to
understand the basic theory behind, Validity and Reliability , the Carmine and Zeller book is a little
jewel, that have stood the test of time. | knew of its existance and a few weeks ago purchased it. It

is worth the money we paid.Juan A Aguirre.Costa Rica
| love this small little book, it is so concise and well-written. Carmines provides excellent examples
that illustrate each of the aspects of reliability and validity so well. If you only buy one book on

reliability and validity it should be this book.

This book was very helpful - it definitely helped me make sense of some concepts | was wrestling



with as | prepared for my comprehensive exams.

| needed this for my research and found the price, quality and content to be exactly what | was

looking for. Worth the price.

this book was required for my course. it is not too difficult to read, and for sure it could be worse.

Great book for advancing your knowledge on reliability and validity. A great deal of information is

provided in such a small book that is easy to carry around.

This is a must read for those laymen who would like to get started with developing their own
measurement scales. Where many references in scale development drop a chapter in scale
reliability and validity testing, they are far from comprehensive. Here is a monograph that discusses
this critical issue in detail. It is written in a easily understood manner, with good balance between
theories and applications. The use of factor analytic techniques (exploratory) for testing scale

validity though assumes readers a prerequisite understand of this multivariate technique.

That was the most useless sample I've ever seen. Just the cover and TOC does not comprise a
sample.
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